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UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 KINSHA 05838 061649Z 
ACTION AF-10 

INFO OCT-01 10-14 EUR- 12 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-05 
H-02 INR-10 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-02 SP-02 
SS-15 ICA-20 ACDA-12 NASA-02 OES-07 /122W 

085791 070220Z/21 

R 061558Z JUN 78 
FM AMEMBASSY KINSHASA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 213 
INFO AMEMBASSY BRUSSELS 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMEMBASSY BONN 
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
USMISSION USNATO 
USUN NEW YORK 1581 
AMCONSUL BUKAVU 
AMCONSUL LUBUMBASHI 
AMCONSUL STUTTGART 

UNCLAS KINSHASA 5838 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PINT, TSPA, EAIR, CG 

SUBJECT: OTRAG'S SECOND 1978 ROCKET TEST LAUNCH 
REF: A) LUBUMBASHI 650; NOT AL B) LUBUMBASHI 649, NOTAL 

1 . KINSHASA DAILY "SALONGO" JUNE 6 REPORTED OTRAG'S SECOND 

1978 TEST LAUNCH JUNE 5 WHICH WAS OBSERVED BY PRESIDENT MOBUTU AND 
MEMBERS OF THE PRESS WHO HAVE BEEN COVERING SHABA WAR. THE TEST 
ROCKET, REPORTEDLY MEASURING 12 METERS IN HEIGHT AND WEIGHING 3 TONS 
LIFTED ONLY 12 METERS OFF LAUNCH PLATFORM BEFORE TURNING AWAY FROM 
THE PLANNED TRAJECTORY AND CRASHING INTO LUVUA RIVER VALLEY AT 
THE EDGE OF THE LAUNCH AREA. ROCKET'S FAILURE WAS REPORTEDLY DUE 
TO MALFUNCTIONING CONTROL VALVE WHICH CUT OFF FUEL TO ONE OF THE 
ENGINES. SPOKESMAN FOR OTRAG STATED THAT LAUNCH HAD BEEN 100 
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PER CENT SUCCESSFUL. 

2. PRESIDENT MOBUTU AND MEMBERS OF THE PRESS (MOSTLY BELGIAN) WERE 
PRESENT FOR THE TEST LAUNCH, AS WAS STATE COMMISSIONER FOR 
TERRITORIAL ADMINISTRATION ENGULU, ZAIRIAN AIR FORCE 

CHIEF OF STAFF BRIGADIER GENERAL KIKUNDA, ZAIRIAN PRESS AGENCY 
HEAD ELEBE, AND LUTZ KAYSER, OTRAG DIRECTOR GENERAL. AFTERWARDS 
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MOBUTU AND KAYSER SPOKE BRIEFLY WITH THE PRESS. KAYSER GAVE BRIEF 
EXPLANATION OF LAUNCHING DIFFICULTIES, WHICH HE DESCRIBED AS QUITE 
COMMON. 

BOTH HE AND MOBUTU DEFENDED THE CONTRACT BETWEEN OTRAG AND GOZ AND 
STATED AGAIN THAT SOLE PURPOSE OF PROGRAM WAS TO DEVELOP COMMERCIALLY 
VIABLE ROCKETS FOR LAUNCHING COMMUNICATIONS AND OTHER NON-MILITARY 
SATELITES UNDER CONTRACT FOR OTHER COUNTRIES. MOBUTU PARTICULARLY 
STRESSED BENEFITS OF ARRANGEMENT FOR ZAIRE INCLUDING EMPLOYMENT 
OF 200 ZAIRIANS BY OTRAG, ROYALTIES TO BE RECEIVED BY GOZ 
FOR EACH ROCKET LAUNCHED FOR A CLIENT, AS WELL AS THE AID OTRAG 
WILL PROVIDE IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE SHABA REGION. 

CUTLER 
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